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causes messengers from Pungala to be killed, so that no
message of Maru is ever delivered to her husband.

King Pingala is surprised that none of his messengers
ever return. Finally, Maru sends her message through
wandering minstrels.

Wanderer! Give a message to Dhola...Come to me soon, beloved!
Without you, your bride is heart-broken ; a bow without the string... Love!
If you do not come by the beginning of Sravana, the lightning will fall, and I

shall die in fear...... Day and night, I weep, for I am lonely without you.

Daily I worship the direction in which you live; my eyes have not closed in
sleep since you left. Love, Come soon. Else, be assured, the crows will fly
over the dead body of Maru".1

The message reaches Dhola. He wants to leave for
Pungala, but Malavani, anxious to keep him to herself, in-
duces him to put off his visit on one excuse or another.

Now, my beloved, the rains have come; the roads are muddy; the
creepers cling to the trees, women, to men.2

Dhola sends a bard with a message to Maru, and pre-
pares to go, in spite of the protests and wails of Malavanl.
The latter even requests the riding camel to feign lameness,
but all her efforts to put obstacles in the way of her impati-
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